
 
Welcome!  
Waltham Arts + Culture Community building meeting 
December 11th, 2018 6:30-8pm 
Charles River Museum of Industry + Innovation 
 
Agenda 
6:30 Welcome and Intro’s  

Tell us about yourself!   
 

6:45 Break out groups [please identify one transcriber/presenter] 
● What is Culture? Why is it important? 
● Why Waltham? What sets us apart and how can we maintain and amplify our creative and 

cultural uniqueness? What are our cultural strengths/assets?  
● What do we need to better support and expand arts + cultural experiences in Waltham? 
● Where, if anywhere, is there “resistance” to cultural programming and development in 

Waltham, and if there is, how does it manifest? 
 

7:00 Large group debrief 
What did we learn?  
 

7:30 Food for thought 
Coe McIninch: Fitchburg artists mobilize to create new opportunities for creative 
community.  
 

7:45 Next steps 
Are there enough overlapping concerns and collective goals to warrant building an arts and 
culture coalition? 
 

8:00 Informal networking  
 

Notes 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Your work impacts our community. 
You are part of a creative community that boasts, 30+ active cultural organizations or groups, 4 museums, 
2 theatre groups, 1 cinema, 1 historic and independent working farm, 3 historic estates, 1 local cultural 
council, 100+ artists and musicians, several annual fairs, festivals, and more.  

These art and cultural experiences enrich community, drive economic growth, and empower new 
generations of creative thinkers. Below is a snapshot of the direct impact access to these opportunities 
have within our community.  

ECONOMIC + COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT *Source: americansforthearts.org/socialimpact 
ARTS MAKE PEOPLE LOVE WHERE 
THEY LIVE Communities with a 
vibrant cultural scene are more 
desirable to live in, have greater 
economic stability, and attract a 
more diverse and educated 
workforce. Arts projects can foster 
cooperative dialogue and bring 
about solutions and change. 

ARTS ARE A SIGNIFICANT 
ECONOMIC DRIVER Arts + culture 
generate 4.2% of US GDP, support 
4.92 million jobs nationwide and, in 
some cities, increase property values 
by 20% 

ARTS SPARK GROWTH + 
INNOVATION Art and Business 
partnerships support creative 
thinking and problem solving, 
provide critical ingredients for 
innovative places, and catalyze 
community revitalization. 

ARTS PARTICIPANTS ARE MORE 
INVOLVED AND FEEL MORE 
POSITIVE Participatory arts projects 
celebrate local culture and heritage, 
make marginalized groups more 
visible and promote civic 
involvement and  positive 
community connections.  

THE ARTS INCREASE CONNECTION 
TO COMMUNITY Arts participation 
crosses barriers of social class and 
ethnicity and leads to residents 
learning about each other and other 
neighborhoods.  

ARTS REDUCE INCOME DISPARITY 
Local arts organizations help to 
improve economic conditions 
without displacing residents. 

 
YOUTH DEVELOPMENT + EDUCATION *Source: americansforthearts.org/socialimpact 

HIGHER SAT SCORE 
Students who take four 
years of arts and music 
classes average almost 
100 points better on their 
SAT scores.  

MORE LIKELY TO 
GRADUATE COLLEGE Low 
income students who are 
highly engaged in the arts 
are more than twice as 
likely to graduate college 
than their peers with no 
arts education 

FEWER DROP-OUTS  Low 
income students who 
participate in the arts both 
in and after school have a 
drop out rate of just 4% - 5 
times lower than their 
peers.  

MORE LIKELY TO VOTE 
The arts make young 
adults more civically 
engaged. 78% of young 
adults who had arts-rich 
experiences were more 
likely to vote or participate 
in a political campaign.  

 
DIVERSITY + EQUITY *Source: americansforthearts.org/socialimpact 

ARTS IMPROVE UNDERSTANDING 
AS IT EMPOWERS  Artistically 
preserving heritage can help 
reconcile difficult history, encourage 
self-expression, and aid family 
healing in service to community 
empowerment and change. 

ARTS BRIDGE LANGUAGE 
BARRIERS AND UNITE DISPARATE 
GROUPS 
 
ARTS PARTICIPATION UNITES 
GENERATIONS, REDUCES FEAR, 
AND EMPOWERS CITIZENS 

ARTS KEEP PEOPLE ENGAGED IN 
LIFE Using the arts to engage with 
aging effectively provides life-long 
learning, increases social 
engagement, decreases loneliness, 
and isolation, and improves frail 
health and memory loss. 

 
HISTORY, TRADITION, HERITAGE *Source: americansforthearts.org/socialimpact 

CONNECTING WITH COMMUNITY HERITAGE GALVANIZES INTEREST IN THE COMMUNITY’S FUTURE A 2003 
study found that a community project built around compiling living history from every age, neighborhood, ethnicity, 
and background in a community yielded a stronger interest from those interviewed about the current and future 
identity of the place. 

 

 


